
Half Yearly Meetings  

Club Cross Country Horse Ride  

Events 

I have also had the great 

pleasure of representing Rotary 

at the District 26 Inner Wheel 

Rally. Starting with a Friendship 

Church Service taken by 

Rotarian The Reverend Canon 

Stephen Purvis at St Lukes, 

Luton and followed by lunch at 

the Chiltern Hotel. Just Rvd 

Stephen and myself surrounded 
by over a hundred ladies! The 

very well-organised event, 

which was attended by the 

Inner Wheel Association 

President Myrtle Buchanan was 

a most enjoyable day and I am 

not just saying that because it 

was organised by my other half 

Jeannette. They did coin the 

phrase on that day òBuy one 

get one Freeó 

Times moves o n Very quick ly 

Some committees have held 

their Half Year meetings and 

thank you to everyone for 

organising the Youth Opportu-

nities and GSE meeting. Both 

these meeting were extremely 

well organised with lots of 

information. But more than 

that they were entertaining and 

great examples of how our 

programmes have developed to 

produce entertaining nights 

out. 

 

Brian Doggrell reportséééééé. 
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By now I hope that you have heard the good news 

on DG Les.  If not then here it is: 
As of 19th May he is in excellent spirits, learning to 

walk again, hopefully no more operations now, and 

he is at last beginning to make plans for going home 

from hospital. 

 

On behalf of DG Les, I was pleased to open the 

National Young Chef Finals at the North Herts 

College in Letchworth and welcome RIBI President 

Ian Thomson.  It was a well attended event and 

smoothly run by our District Youth Opportunities 

team with the assistance of the Hitchin Tilehouse 

Club.  There were 8 finalists including Rebecca 

Mandall sponsored by Welwyn Garden City Club, 

and she came a very creditable third place. 
The first prize was a weeks holiday in Tuscany with 

visits to Olive Oil processing and Restaurants 
The standard of food prepared and presented was 

worthy of any top London Restaurant and was 

judged by Chris Tanner (Tanners) , Andrew Turner 

(Host of Masterchef) , Andrew Parkinson( Fifteen) , 

Diana Anderson (Berlio Olive Oil ð Sponsors) and 

Sara Buenfeld of BBC Good Food Magazine. 

For full report see pageéé.8 

 

This was changed to a Saturday morning and I am 

pleased to say that it was well supported.  The 

programme will be circulated to clubs by those 

attending as the year progresses. 

 
We all wish DGE Sandy, ably supported by her 

husband David, and her new team every success in 

the coming Rotary Year. 

For the second year the Brickhills Rotary Club had 

a VERY successful day.  Although there were fewer 

stands but still well supported by our Clubs as well 

as by District 1070 ð Northampton/Bedford area. It 

was announced on local radio early in the morning 

which generated a few more shoppers. 

 
The Stage area was professionally run by Milton 

Keynes Vibe which in turn made people stop and 
listen and give Rotarians the opportunity to talk to 

visitors.  The theme of entertaining children meant 

that parents were happy to chat and gave us the 

opportunity to promote ourselves. 

 
Last years event won the RIBI PR Communications 

Award and I see no reason why we should not win 

again. 

 
Especial thanks to The Brickhills and Elizabeth Shel-

don. 

 

Read more on pageééé..2 
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Rotary Awareness Day - Milton Keynes 4th May  

The theme for this yearsõ Rotary Aware-

ness Day was òFight Polio with  Purple 

Pinkieó.  

 
We addressed the question of member-

ship differently this year. We were lucky 

enough to have Richard and Ann Jackson

-Bass present all day. Richard is the new 

District Chair of Membership and we 

asked the clubs to handle all enquires 

themselves and keep us informed how 

they get along. There were over 85 en-

quiries for more information and Rich-

ard is handling those himself. 

 
The number of genuine enquires on the 

day we received was 10. 3 of those were 

taken by  the Brickhills. One enquiry we 

have passed to Rotaract and one we 

have taken on ourselves. This prospec-

tive member has already attended one 

meeting and plans to attend several 

more and bring along a friend. We will  

follow these up and let you all know 

how they progress. 

 
Members of the public really enjoyed 

they day, several phoning the hotline 

after the radio broadcast on Three 

Counties in the morning. Elizabeth was 

also interviewed by Bedford Community 

Television. A number of the public said 

they wanted to visit again after attending 

last yearsõ RAD, so the event is getting 

known. 

 
One surprise attendee was Tony Bacon 

incoming ROBI PR and Comms chair. He 

travelled up from Reading as he had 

heard Elizabeth talk so much about the 

event and he was very impressed. Talk-

ing about possibly  putting on national 

events of this type. 

 
Letõs try and do something like this in 

the South of the district. Perhaps those 

clubs could work together to come up 

with a plan. 

 

Elizabeth Sheldon 

 
Honesty in politics is much like 

oxygen.  The higher up you go, the 

scarcer it becomes.  

 
Research has led to the discovery of the 

heaviest element yet known to science.  

 
The new element, Governmentium (Gv), 

has one neuron, 25 assistant neurons, 88 

deputy neurons and 198 assistant deputy 

neurons, giving it an atomic mass of 312. 

 
These 312 particles are held together by 

forces called morons, which are sur-

rounded by vast quantities of lepton-like 

particles called peons.  Since the govern-

mentium has no electrons, it is inert; 

however, it can be detected, because it 

impedes every reaction with which it 

comes into contact. 

 
A minute amount of Governmentium 

can cause a reaction, that would nor-

mally take less than a second, to take 

from four days to four years to com-

plete.  Governmentium has a normal half

-life of 2-6 years; it does not decay but 

instead undergoes a reorganization in 
which a portion of the assistant neurons 

and deputy neurons, exchange places.  In 

fact, Governmentiumõs mass will actually 

increase overtime, since each reorgani-

sation will cause more morons to be-

come neurons, forming isodopes. 

 
This characteristic of moron promotion 

leads some scientists to believe that 

Governmentium is formed whenever 

morons reach a critical concentration.  

This hypothetical quantity is referred to 

as critical morass. 

 
When catalyzed with money, Govern-

mentium becomes Administratium, an 

element that radiates just as much en-

ergy as Governmentium since it has half 

as many peons but twice as many mo-

rons. 

 

Courtesy of  Newslink 

The Rotary Club of Chesham 

We won a National Award   

 

In February the call came down from 

John Minhinick, chairman of the RIBI PR 

and Communications committee for 

nominations for the national PR event 

award. This award is for the event, that 

in the eye of the judges, has promoted 

Rotary in in accordance with the set 

criteria. It was decided to enter the 

Brickhills club for the Rotary Easter 

Showcase that we put on in Middleton 

Hall last year. 

 
A 45 page report was drafted and sub-

mitted to RIBI headquarters. One month 

later we had a phone call to say that we 

had won the award jointly with Stanford 

St Martins Rotary club. 

 
Andrew and Elizabeth Sheldon travelled 

to National Conference in Edinburgh to 

receive the award. It was a very proud 

moment.  

...District Governor Les Lee called us 

from his hospital bed and said "I am very 

proud of you and the Brickhills Rotary 

Club for winning the award. I know how 

much work went into the event and I 

could not be happier that you have won 

this for us all. Thank you very much" 

 

Andrew and Elizabeth Sheldon  

Andrew & Elizabeth, National Presi-

dent Ian Thomson & the joint winners 

from Stanford St Martins Rotary Club  
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