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Forthcoming Events  

5th September  

Dundridge Horse Ride 

Rotary Club of Chesham 

 

19th September        

Multi District Membership 

Services Seminar  

 

24th September        

Chiltern Charity Golf 

Classic.                     

Rotary Club of Amersham 

 

10th October            

Rotary Club of   Watford 

& The Langleys Music Hall 

Variety Evening 

 

17th October        

Golden Jubilee Celebra-

tion, RC of Wolverton 

and Stony Stratford 

 

31st October              

The Mark Armstrong Big 

Band Plays the American 

Song Book, The Swan 

High Wycombe.         

Rotary Club of Amersham 

 

29th November           

Pre PEPS                   

Tilsworth Golf  Centre 

 

Full details of these 

events can be found on 

the District Website 

Diary  

August is membership and 

Extension month and this 

year has already started well 

with a very warm welcome 

to the following new 

members: 

 

Martin Reeve - Hatfield 

 

Paul Harrison - 

Luton Someries 

 

Vobert Yovacs- 

Stevenage Grange 

 
Kenneth \Howells - 

Bletchley 

 

Maggie Mc Cann - Amwell 

 

This is the photo 

when it all began in 

San Diego in Janu-

ary. I have the 

Jacket, the Scarf, 

Name Badge, and 

David has the Tie, 

we are on our 

weeks training and 

then home to be-

come District Gov-

ernor and Spouse 

for District 1260. 

 
Well as you know, it 

all officially took 

place on 1st July at 

the Induction Din-

ner when I was de-

lighted that Past 

District Governor 

Les was present to 

hand over the offi-

cial Chain of Office 

ð my new necklace!  

 
Thank You Les for 

handing over such a 

strong District com-

plete with a new 

club. 

 
òThe Future of Ro-

tary is in Your 

Handsó is this yearõs 

theme and I believe 

it could not be in 

better hands than 

those of District 

1260.  

 
I believe our future 

is in our Youth so I 

would like us to 

promote all the 

Youth Activities that 

we can engage 

schools to partici-

pate in, especially 

raising the aware-

ness of Youth 

Camps and Youth 

Exchange. 

 
Although not ex-

actly òyouthó but 

GSE for those young 

professionals aged 

25-40.  

 
District 3230 in 

Chennai India is 

where we are off to 

in January ð so 

please look for 

some applicants.  

We already have 

applications from 4 

prospective Team 

Leaders so letõs 

make sure there is a 

team.  

 
I also believe the 

Environment has a 

role to play in our 

future so I am hop-

ing every club in the 

District will plant a 

tree ð 52 trees is a 

small forest and 

wouldnõt it be great 

to have one with a 

Rotary Plaque. 

 
 The energy saving 

light bulbs I men-

tioned at Assembly 

may not be as envi-

ronmentally friendly 

as I originally 

thought. So if any-

one has information 

on light bulbs I 

would be pleased to 

hear from them. 

 
At Assembly I 

shared the òThanks 

for Lifeó Project 

with you. This is the 

project that has 

been initiated by the 

29 District Gover-

nors in RIBI ð the 

first time we have all 

agreed to work col-

lectively on a pro-

ject - to support the 

End Polio Now 

Campaign.  

 
The idea is that Ro-

tary Clubs work 

with schools by go-

ing in to explain 

what Polio is and how Ro-

tary is working towards the 

eradication of this terrible 

disease. 

 
 òChildren Saving Childrenó 

by getting every child in the 

school to raise either 50p or 

a £1.00 by organising an 

event ð for example a Purple 

Pinkie  Day or wear some-

thing purple day, and that all 

the money raised is credited 

to individual clubs and Dis-

trict and presented in one 

big cheque at the end of the 

Rotary year. 

 
This could be an enormous 

amount. Think of all those 

children in school, their par-

ents, teachers, Governors 

lets us translate them into 

Interact- Rotaract, Rotary 

Members.  

 

Continued on page 2é.. 

David and Sandy with Rotary International  

President John Kenny and his wife June  



The Great Ware Duck Race by Vernon Benjafield 

With a start time of four 

pm, by five to four a 

crowd of 200 or more 

had gathered on the 

bridge, the Mayor of 

Ware was present in the 

VIP area, the ducks were 

champing at the bit and it 

was all systems go for 

another thrilling race.  

 
The flag went up, they 

were under starter's  
orders and then, right on 

time, the heavens opened. 

Undeterred, the ducks 

took to the water like 

ducks to water. Some 

twenty minutes later and 

we had our winners. 

 
Publicity for the event was 

obtained by the ticket 

selling around our ôpatchõ  
and through advance no-

tice being given in the 

Mercury newspaper. 
Another development, 

which will be peculiar to 

2009, was the appearance 

of the Amwell Duck on 

the Fourth Plinth in Tra-

falgar Square.   

 

This unique event will,  
of course, provide a 

wealth of advertising 

material for future years. 
The Amwell Duck was 

able to join us for the 

race and you can see a 

picture of the Duck and 

Club President Vernon 

(Vernon is the one on the 

left). 

 
Thanks to the generosity 

of everyone who bought a 

ticket, we have some 
£2,900 to apply to our 

local charities and pro-

jects. Especial thanks are 
also due to the winner of 

Race C, Mrs. Val Kirk, a 

visiting Rotarian from 
Australia, who donated 

her winnings to the Club 

Charity Account. 
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The big event this Rotary 

year is to be Rotary Day 

the 23rd February 2010. 

 
I think we can have Ro-

tary Day after all we al-

ready have òRed Nose 

Dayó and òComic Relief 

Dayó so after 105 years 

why not òRotary Dayó. 

Part of this is in the pre-

ceding week is òWindow 

on The Worldó when I 

hope clubs or groups of 

clubs will take on an 

empty shop and fill the 

window with everything 

Rotary and if possible staff 

it to tell everyone about 

Rotary and all that Rotary 

is involved in. 

 

 This is obviously another 

great opportunity to 

make Rotary so attractive 

that lots of people will 

want to join. Further 

more it is another oppor-

tunity to have the 

òThanks for Lifeó project 

in a prominent position. 

So what have I been up to 

so far, I have been warmly 

hosted by 7 clubs, and as 

always hear of exciting 

projects that are going on 

and more being planned.  

 
A great idea of announc-

ing not just members 

birthdays but wedding 

anniversaries ð I bet that 

saves Rotarians a fortune 

on ósorry I forgetó flow-

ers!.  òTreats for Troopsó 

shoeboxes organised by 

an 80 year old lady with 

her husband from their 

back bedroom and sent to 

RAF Lynham for distribu-

tion- details from Milton 

Keynes Club. 

 
A stunning concert by 

young musicians organised 

by Luton Someries, such 

amazing talent. 

 

The St Albans Clubs 
Cycle Ride Cheque pres-

entations ð another very 

successful year over 

£40,000 raised for various 

charities. 

 
At Hitchin Tilehouse I 

was even presented with 

my first tree and that is to 

go to a local school. A 

fantastic start and so 

much more to come. 

 
I am really looking for-

ward to meeting you over 

the coming year.  

 

President Vernon and the 

Amwell Duck  

The Ducks finally get away!  

 
Laura Wake one of the 

two Herts Phoenix Ath-

letic Club youngsters we 

are supporting with 

'SportsAid' funding. 

 
" Just keeping you all up 

to date with my perform-

ances !  A couple of 

weeks ago I was compet-

ing in the 400m at the 

South of England Champi-

onships where I managed 

to win in a new PB 

(personal best) of 

55.15seconds.  Then the 

weekend after I was com-

peting in the AAA Na-

tional Championships and 

European Trials, also in 

the 400m, which I also 

won in another new PB of 

54.07secs which ranks me 

as number 1 in the under 

20s and was also inside 

the qualifying time for the 

European Junior Champi-

onshipsó. 

Laura Wake - Update 

Editors Note  
The deadline for the next 

edition of the Governorõs 

Newsletter is: 

 

Tuesday 25th August  

 

editor@rotary1260.org.uk 

mailto:editor@rotary1260.org.uk


Playpumps by Frank Taylor - District Water Resource Co-ordinator  

New Year, new beginnings by Alex Jones 
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1st July 2009 marks the 

start of a new Rotaract 

year, with a shuffle of the 

Committee posts around 

the club members.  The 

new year also gives the 

club renewed enthusiasm 

and focus on recruiting 

new members. 

 
Both clubs in Hemel 

Hempstead and Milton 

Keynes are active and we 

have been busy on the 

social front with curry 

nights, DVD and cinema 

nights.  So both clubs are 

still out there keeping the 

Rotaract spirit alive and 

kicking. 

 
Members from the Dis-

trict will be attending the 

Banbury Camping Rally 

for a weekend celebrating 

the Rotaract year with 

one big four day party 

with music, entertain-

ment, fun and games all 

included!  This is held 

over the August Bank 

Holiday weekend and has 

the theme of ôAround The 

World in 80 Hours 

(almost)õ.  The rally or-

ganisers will be us on a 

whirlwind tour of the 

world, treating us to a 

Mardi Gras style Carnival 

on the Friday night, a Ha-

waiian Luau on the Satur-

day and a laid back trip to 

Oz on Sunday to round 

off the weekend, with 

plenty of additional multi-

national entertainment 

along the way! 

 
At Milton Keynes, David 

Beach has taken over the 

lead of the club as Club 

President and the older 

members are taking a step 

back and are in mentoring 

roles for the club.  They 

are helping the club focus 

a drive for new members 

as we need to bring new 

younger members in to 

ensure the future health 

of the club. 

 
Hemel Hempstead have 

been busy with organising 

a quiz for the local Blind 

Club, recruiting new 

members and discussing 

their ideas for their next 

project which will be in 

aid of eradicating Polio. 

 

Alex Jones, 

Rotaract 

District 1260 Rep. 
 alexanderdar-

renjones@gmail.com 

 

 

Playpumps were the brain 

child of  British engineer 

Trevor Field resident in 

South Africa.  

 
They are manufactured in 

South Africa and sup-

ported in the field by 

Roundabout Outdoors. 

Over 800 have been in-

stalled in South Africa, 

Zambia, Malawi and Mo-

zambique. 

 
Field had seen a way to 

harness the power of chil-

dren playing to power a 

water pump to supply 

clean drinking water in a 

very simple way.  

 
A childrenõs playground 

carousel sits atop a water 

borehole and seals it off. 

The circular motion of 

the carousel is translated 

into reciprocal motion 

that operates a string of 

metal rods coupled to a 

water pump at the bot-

tom of the well.  

 
This is mechanics that our 

Victorian forebears would 

have readily understood.  

 

The children playing can 

pump up to 1400 litres an 

hour of water into a stor-

age tank. This tank is 

mounted on top of a tres-

tle that gives the system 

enough pressure head to 

supply taps. The simple 

pump itself will operate at 

depths up to 110 metres.  

 
Playpumps cost £7500 for 

each installation. However 

they come with a 10 year 

paid maintenance agree-

ment. This keeps them 

working when so much 

else fails in Africa for want 

of maintenance or the 

income to pay for it. In 

Africa 80% of hand pumps 

have failed after 5 years 

for lack of maintenance.  

 
Playpumps are invited in 

by the government of the 

host country. A Memo-

randum of Understanding 

is negotiated whereby the 

government offers candi-

date boreholes at primary 

schools. Roundabout 

Outdoors tests each can-

didate for water purity 

and deliverability.  

 
Once a suitable number 

have been identified, a 

local crew is recruited 

and trained to install and 

maintain pumps.  

 
Playpumps International 

undertake to find spon-

sors for each installation. 

The Chase Foundation 

from the USA and One 

Water from the UK are 

the two biggest. 

 

www.playpumps.org 

Playpump in action  
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