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Forthcoming Events 

 
6th December 
Annual Rotary Carol 
Service.  St. Michaels, 
Aspley Heath. 
 
10th December 
Buckingham Rotary 
Carol Concert. 
St. Bernadines Church, 
Buckingham. 
 
12th December 
Buckingham Christmas 
Carnival. 
Silver Jubilee. 
 
 
 
2010 
 
17th February  
District Council 
Meeting,  Tilsworth 
 
19th February 
Laurie Holloway 
Concert 
Little Chalfont, Bucks 
Amersham RC 
 
20th February 
PEPS Presidents Elect 
Preparation Seminar 
Hitchin Priory 
 
26th February 
Wendover Supper 
Quiz. 
 
 
 
 
Further details of 
these events can be 
found on the 
District Website. 
 
www.rotary1260.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

December is “the Family of Ro-
tary” month and with Christmas 
fast approaching, it is a time 
when families get together and 
messages of greeting wing their 
way across the world to family 
members and friends that are far 
away. This is a time when much 
is made of presents, eating, 
drinking and joyous parties, but 
for millions, in some of those far 
away places, there is nothing, 
which is the same as there is 
every day of their lives. No 
food, shelter, clean water and a 
present is totally unheard of; a 
gift of joy may be no more than 
a scrap of food. So let us not 
forget them during our time of 
merriment and promise our-
selves as Rotarians to commit to 
Service above Self in all our en-
deavours over the Christmas 
period and to continue to work 
for those less fortunate than 
ourselves both at home and 
abroad. 

R.I President John Kenny in his 
December message talks about 
celebrating family during Family 
month.” Every club should strive 
to achieve a balanced interaction 
between Rotarians and their 
families – and the family of Ro-
tary. Only by working together, 

as a family, can we ensure that 
the Rotary of today grows into 
an even stronger Rotary tomor-
row”. 
 
For me, this month has been no 
less busy than the last. As you 
are aware I mention light bulbs-
henceforth to be called lamps, as 
bulbs go in the ground! - when I 
visit clubs, and a Rotarian from 
Barton le Clay kindly sent me a 
100watt lamp just for fun! I love 
Rotarians with a sense of hu-
mour. I was delighted to meet 
the new members at Watford 
and hear of WRIST and their 
busy Rotary and Social pro-
gramme. 
 
Whilst at Dunstable Downs I 
was honoured to present Paul 
Harris Fellowships to Ken Man-
ser, Alan Felstead, Malcolm Par-
tridge and David Cassell, and 
induct a new member. An early 
start to Luton Someries but at 

least David got breakfast 
that morning; they of 
course are busy planning 
their Youth Concert 
with other clubs. Mem-
bers of Flitwick Vale are 
to give us more frivolity. 
A new member at Hert-
ford – The Town Clerk. 
 
The Rotary Foundation 
Day and Institute at 
Kenilworth were infor-
mative, fun and inspiring. 

There was also the opportunity 
to meet and hear next years R.I 
President Ray Klinginsmith. On 
the Saturday night David and I 
returned to attend the 40th 
Charter Night of the Rotary 
Club of Ampthill where we had  

an excellent evening and met 
up with Eddie a friend of 
many years ago whom we 
had lost touch with and did 
not know had become a Ro-
tarian. Then back to the Ro-
tary Institute on the Sunday 
morning from where I re-
turned with a set of six post-
ers for each club to use for 
the Thanks for Life/End Polio 
Campaign during the week of 
20th-27th February and on 
Rotary Day 23rd February 
2010, for whatever event or 
shop window display you are 
planning. These were all avail-
able for clubs to take away at 
District Council.   
 
Bushey and Oxhey held their 
65th Charter on the same 
night as Watford Clarendon 
had their meeting at the same 
venue. So I was able to meet 
both clubs before their meet-
ings and to attend their Char-
ter Night  for long enough to 
present the President with 
their 65th Charter Certificate 
and a Long Service Award 
Certificate to  Rtn. Albert 
Groves, then I met the 
Mayor and saw her present a 
RYLA certificate to Daniel 
Courtnell before returning to 
speak to Watford Clarendon. 
David and I also attended the 
RAG Event organised by the 
Milton Keynes Zone and en-
joyed an evening  of fellow-
ship, fun and lucky tombola 
which made up for the loss of 
chips at the Casino!!  
 
 
 
Continued on page 2……. 
 

An Alternative Face of Rotary 



For a Club as old as 
 Luton, Chartered in 
1927, it often surprises 
other neighbouring Clubs 
that we have the energy 
and enterprise to still be  
raising sizeable sums of 
money to distribute to 
the Luton community. 
 
Accordingly, I thought it 
appropriate to list a few 
of the distributions of late 
to both Sport and the 
Arts in the Borough:- 

 
£1,500,  To Luton United 
Athletic Club for youth 
development. 
£500, To Stockwood Park 
U13 Rugby Club players 
for new shirts and wet  
weather tops. 
£500, To Lewsey Boxing 
Club for new vests. 
£1,000, To Luton Youth 
Concert Band and a 
pledge for two more 
years. 

£500, To Luton Music 
Club to continue to fea-
ture as one of the best 
Music Clubs in the South 
of England. 
£250, To Luton Light 
Amateur Theatre Group 
to celebrate their 60th 
Anniversary. 
 
President Tim Watson 
said "he was extremely 
pleased that the Club was 
in a financial position to 
support such a diverse 
range of community 
activities at a time of  
falling membership and a 
constrained economy".    
 
In addition the Club re-
cently gave £1,000 to 

Luton Women's Refuge, 
£200 to Luton and Dun-
stable Hospital Radio and 
have pledged £3,000 to 
the proposed "Town Cen-
tre Chaplaincy Project” 
They also annually 
support the Keech Hos-
pices with sizeable dona-
tions 
 
As you know it takes a 
considerable effort to 
raise sums of this 
magnitude and Club mem-
bers are still very active 
with fundraising 
events such as Boxing 
Nights, Sporting Dinners 
and a highly successful 
Sporting Quiz. 
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Leighton Linslade had an 
excellent speaker on the 
Air Ambulance and at 
Wolverton and Stony 
Strafford I heard of more 
future plans. 
 
At General Council in 
Alcester it was confirmed 
that the Rotary Club of 
Tring and District has 
changed its name to Tring 
Ridgeway and will meet 
for breakfast on a 
Wednesday. I learnt of 
other ideas that Districts 

are promoting for Thanks 
for Life, Purple Pinky Pint, 
Rotary Recipe Book, Ec-
cles Cakes, Rotary Um-
brella and Baxter Bear (he 
is very cuddly!). I also 
heard more of the terrible 
floods in District 1190 
and D.G Mick Eady 
thanked all those clubs 
that had responded in 
various ways. Irish D.G. 
Tom Murphy from Dis-
trict 1160 - also shared 
with us that the river 
Shannon had burst its 

banks and some 200 fami-
lies had been forced from 
their homes when water 
levels rose to first floor 
height. Our thoughts are 
with them all. 
 
On return I was delighted 
to visit the first Food and 
Wine Festival organised 
by Hitchin Tilehouse and 
not just because of the 
various wines to be tasted 
but the special brandy 
that someone will enjoy 
after their Christmas pud-
ding!  A Christmas pud-
ding that I discovered was 
sold by the Rotary Club 
of Cwmbran Vale in aid of 
the “No More Landmines 
Campaign”. 
 
 The month ended with a 
visit to the Rotary Club of 
Stevenage and then on to 
Hoddesdon’s 62nd Charter 
where I learnt of the 
Christmas pudding. I was 
delighted to present a 
Paul Harris Fellowship to 

Lindsay Jones who had 
been introduced to Ro-
tary by his father-in-law, a 
Past District Governor in 
Cornwall.  

 
Happy Christmas shop-
ping to you all but leave 
some space on the credit 
card for the shops in Bath. 
Remember to send in 
your Registrations for 
Conference soon.  
 
www.rotary1260.org/ 
conference 
 

Splashing the cash on Sport and the Arts in Luton 

Rotary Club of Ampthill’s 40th Charter and Presidents Night A fun Barn Dance with the 
Rotary Club of Bognor Regis 
at a conference in Jersey - 
loved the rock! 



Walking the Via de la Plata 

A very warm welcome to the new members of District 1260 
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Great Missenden President Terry Cann 
Inducting New Member, Charlie Carrington 
 

Benny Manser 

 

 

Chesham President Derek Upcott 
Inducting New Member, Alicia Correia 

Chesham 
Alicia Correia 

 
Great Missenden 

Charlie Carrington 
 

Dunstable Downs 
Subodh Kumar 

 
Ampthill 

Kathy Keen 
 

Milton Keynes 
John Napleton 

In 2006 I joined my friend 
Tony and walked 220 km 
of the Camino Frances 
and I raised £1200 for 
Prostate Cancer Charity.  
I am a member of Rotary 
Club of Hitchin Tilehouse 
which has raised over 
£30,000 for the charity 
since Charter.   
 
Tony and I have just 
walked 370 km of the Via 
de la Plata (a pilgrimage 
route of 1000 km from 
Seville to Santiago de 
Compostela) in 15 days.  
We walked from Merida 
to Zamora staying mainly 
in hostels, sleeping in dor-
mitories with bunk beds 
and carrying everything 
we needed in rucksacks 
weighing about 13 kg. 
 
Only 10,000 people walk 

the route 
each year 
as opposed 
to 140,000 
on the 
Camino 
Frances.  
How far 
we walked 
each day 
was deter-
mined by 

where the hostels were 
and on some days it was 
over 30km.  Food was not 
always available when 
needed.  The first five 
days were physically 
tough, walking through 
semi-desert with no shel-
ter in temperatures of 
over 30C but it became 
easier as we walked fur-
ther north.  Some days 
we saw up to four walk-
ers and some days, none.  
Some of those we met 
had incredible stories. 
 
It was a wonderful experi-
ence and I am trying to 
raise more money for the 
charity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Benny is our District 
1260 Sponsored Ambas-
sadorial Scholar for the 
academic year 2009/10 
(i.e. His scholarship is paid 
for by our District Foun-
dation contributions).  
 
During last summer he 
spoke to several of our 
clubs to tell them of his 
plans to take a masters 
degree in International 
Development in Thailand. 
 
His latest report con-
tained this picture, taken 
when he was helping out 
in a rice field in northern 
Thailand before moving 
down to Bangkok to begin 
studying at the Chulalong-
korn University, and also 
at this time he volun-
teered to teach English at 
a hill tribe primary school. 
 
All this means that he 
now has a working knowl-
edge of the Thai language, 
which enables him to en-
gage effectively with his 
host Rotary Club, and to 
speak and answer ques-
tions at other clubs. Also 
some of the local clubs 
are looking for Matching 
Grant partners to provide 

English language and com-
puter training for a Thai 
charity…. I am sure that 
he would be pleased if any 
1260 clubs show an inter-
est!! 
 
Clubs should contact 
John Goodge at: 
RGoodge@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Ambassadorial Scholar 
Benny Manser clearing 
the weeds in a rice field in 
northern Thailand 



What Members Say …………. 
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Potters Bar Rotary Club Celebrates 50th Anniversary 

"I was born in Leipzig 
which was East Germany 
in those days. My parents 
managed to escape with 
my little sister and me just 
before the communists 
built the wall in 1962. You 
would think our life 
would have been so much 
better from then on, but 
our family was treated as 
refugees and "not wanted" 
by the West Germans.  
 
This was a hard lesson 
and might be the reason 
I probably worked harder 
for my career in banking 
than others did.  
  

I know how it feels when 
a family has to start all 
over again with nothing 
but the clothes they wear. 
My hope is that more of 
us will see that we should 
help those who need 
help.  
 
Since I achieved what I 
call a good life I have dedi-
cated my spare time to 
helping others. Rotary's 
possibilities to help are 
full of variety and border-
less. 
  
I discovered the Rotary 
Club in Wendover by 
reading the Wendover 

News and contacted San-
dra. After the first meet-
ing I knew this was the 
organisation I wanted to 
offer my skills and all my 
professional knowledge.  
 
I'm convinced that the 
happiness you feel when 
you notice you can make 
other human beings happy 
is worth more than any 
fortune in the bank."  
 
Marion Smith, 
Rotary Club of Wendover 
And District. 
 
 

On Saturday 17th October 
2009 Potters Bar Rotary 
Club held the 50th Anni-
versary Dinner at the 
Beales Hotel, Hatfield. 
 
It was a great evening at-
tend by 158 people. 
Eleven other Rotary Clubs 
attended to support us 
from Brookmans Park (our 
Daughter Club), Hatfield 
(our Mother Club), 

St Albans Priory, St Albans, 
Hertford, Welwyn Garden 
City, Hitchin Tilehouse, 
Chesham, Luton North, 
Amwell and our German 
Contact Club, Hilden Haan.  
  
We had six Past District 
Governors, Norman Davi-
son, Les Lee, Paul Denton, 
Derek Adams, Roy Watson 
and Bryan Archer and the 
District Governor Elect 

Amanda Watkin. 
 
We invited as our guests 
four main charities we have 
supported over the years, 
Edwin Doidge ( Mencap/
Wayside Jubilee Centre/
Children with Special 
Needs ), Sir Paul Holden 
( Sight Savers Interna-
tional ), Rob Loader ( St 
John Ambulance ) and 
Janice O'Neill ( Keech Hos-
pice Care ). Edwin Doige 
thanked the club on behalf 
of all the charities. 
  
Rotarian Roger Philpott 
presented President Pat 
with a signed copy of a 
book "The story of 50 
years of service". The 
President of Hilden Haan 
Rotary Club, Heribert 
Streier, presented Pat with 
a Silver Commemorative 
Plaque and 500 Euros for 
our Charity Fund. His 
daughter Jeanette made a 
brilliant speech in perfect 
English. 

 
We invited two special 
guests:-  Michael Perham, 
who was presented with an 
Achievement Award for 
"30,000 miles of sheer 
courage" by President Pat 
Rowatt and "41 Club" 
Chairman John Connell, 
who our club have been 
closely associated with 
over the years. 
  
Kristina Stanek, a Rotary 
Foundation Scholar from 
Germany studying at the 
Royal College of Music on 
a Rotary Scholarship, per-
formed two wonderful 
Musical Interludes. 
  
Overall a wonderful eve-
ning celebrating Rotary. 
 
 
By Mike Thorpe 
Secretary 
Potters Bar Rotary Club 

Editors Note 

 

The deadline for the next 
Edition of the Governor’s 
Newsletter is: 
 
Tuesday 15th December 
 
Contributions please to: 
editor@rotary1260.org.uk 
 
Why not advertise your 
event in the 1260 Website 
Diary pages.  
 
You do not need to be regis-
tered, just click on ‘Add 
New Event’ In the Diary 
section on the left side of 
the front page. 
 

Immediate Past District Governor Les Lee presents 
Potters Bar Rotary Club President  Pat  Rowatt with 
the 50th Anniversary Charter  Certificate 


