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Forthcoming Events  

 
 
 

11th August  
Wendover & District 

ôTeddy Bears Picnicõ 
Cricket Pitch 

Witchell, Wendover 
 

2nd September  
Amersham Rotary Club 

Annual Chiltern Charity  
Golf Classic 

Harewood Downs GC 
Little Chalfont 

 
15th September  

Amersham Rotary Club 
District Bowls Triples 

Tournament 2010 
Bushey Bowls Club 

Bushey, Herts 
 

23rd September  
Milton Keynes GU 

ôBlack Forest Challengeõ 
 

25th September  
Amersham Rotary Club 
Mark Armstrong Big Band 

Wycombe Swan Theatre 
High Wycombe 

 
 
 

 
 
Further details of 

these events can be 
found on the diary 
pages of the 

District Website.  
 
www.rotary1260.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to Rotary Year 2010-
11, a year for Building Commu-

nities and Bridging Continentsé   

 
Itõs been a hectic start (as 
planned!), with some 20 Club 

visits, general District meetings 
including our first Council meet-
ing of the year and two RIBI 

Executive gatherings! Sounds 
quite busy but what a lot Iõve 
learned from Rotarians near and 

far.  

 
Of most benefit have been the 
discussions with you the mem-

bers; some great ideas, valid 
concerns and excellent plans for 
ômaking a differenceõé  I am 

really getting the feeling that 
together we can address our 
membership challenges and cre-

ate stronger partnerships with 
outside organisations such as the 
corporate and public sectors 
that reside in Herts, Beds and 

Bucks. 

 
Youõll see that I am creating a 
log of daily DG comings and 

goings, so if youõd like to read 
about the Clubs in our District 
or get to know about some of 

the thoughts that have come 

forward, check out the DGõs 

Blog on www.rotary1260.org; 
feel free to add additional com-
ments but remember itõs in the 

public domain so donõt be too 
rude! 

 
This year, our monthly newslet-

ter will contain updates from the 
Service and Administration 
Teams, articles submitted by 

you, events from the District 
Calendar (so donõt forget to add 
your Club activities) and of 
course a warm welcome to new 

members in District 1260.  

 
Additionally, it would be lovely 
to have a ôpersonal storyõ sec-

tion, this would be your story ð 
a bit like a Club introduction 
talk but in written form 

(pictures would be great). So, if 
you or someone you know has a 
story that others would like to 

hear, be bold and let your fin-
gers do the talking by writing to 

the editoréChalmers Cursley 
editor@rotary1260.org.uk 

 

 
Finally, Team Scarborough 
continue to work hard to bring 

District 1260 a conference to 
remember. Registration forms 
are available online as are the 

marketing materials to raise 
your Clubõs interest and curios-
ity ð if youõd like to book a 

member of the team to come 
along and tell you more, contact 
Morag on 

morag@norgans.co.uk  
 
Have a great summer, looking 

forward to hearing from youé! 
 

Amanda 
 

Whilst there is nothing so past 
as a past we can learn from 
our past to enable us to move 

into the future. And the future 
of Rotary will always be in our 

hands. 
Amanda and I thought we 
would have a joint first news 
letter to emphasize the work-

ing together of Rotarians at all 
levels for the greater benefit of 
our organisation but of equal 

importance for the benefit of 
those less fortunate than our-
selves. 2009-2010 was a year 

of firsts, District Leadership 
Plan, and Thanks For Life. I am 
so proud of the District to 

have worked through the 
tribulations of something new, 
move on and embrace both, to 

put into practice for 2010-
2011.  

I am aware that not every Ro-
tarian attends every event and 
I hope that the newsletter 

reaches all of you to enable 
Amanda to share with you the 
wonderful work and exciting 

projects that are taking place 
across the District. And on this 
occasion to thank you for the 

privilege of serving as your 
District Governor, and finally 
to express my sincere thanks 
to everyone of you and your 

partners for the hard work, 
great achievements, support, 
fellowship, friendship and hos-

pitality you have afforded 
David and I in what has been a 
very special year for Rotary 

and for us, and will remain a 
treasured memory of our life-

time.      Sandy  

Immediate Past  

DG Sandy writes...  

http://www.rotary1260.org.uk
http://www.rotary1260.org/
mailto:editor@rotary1260.org.uk
mailto:morag@norgans.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/1260-DG-Blog


Each year District 1260 

recognises those Clubs and 
individuals who have 
achieved that something 
extra for those we support 

or been a little more crea-
tive on behalf of our or-

ganisation.  
 

This year during our Con-
ference weekend, we will 
showcase those projects to 

inspire us all, highlighting 
the superb work of Rotari-
ans in District 1260. The 

award categories are: 

 
Membership Development  
 

PR and Communication  

 

Youth Opportunities  

 

International Service  
 

Comm /Voc Service  

 

RI Presidential Citation  

 

The question asked so 
many times is ôwhat are the 

criteria for the awards?õ 

 
Our service chairs are put-
ting together the criteria 

for all of us to work to-

ward, much in the same 

way that the RI Presidential 
Citation is detailed each 
year. This will ensure that 
everyone knows what is 

being considered, giving the 
opportunity for Clubs to 
be nominated for any / all 

award categories. 

 
 

 
This month, the RI Presi-

dential Citation is 
ôsimplifiedõé 

 
2010/11 RI Presidential 

Citation  

Four Categories to work 
with: 

 

Club Service  
 

Vocational Service  

 
Community Service  

 

International Service  

There are a maximum of 

50 points achievable for 
each avenue of service, to 
qualify, 25 points  must be 
gained in each of the four 

areas, if you get 35 points 
or more in each you will 

qualify for a Distinction!  
 

As RI President Ray says, 
the Four Way Test applies 
ð you submit your applica-

tion without ôevidenceõ!  
The form must be submit-
ted to me (DG) by 31st 

March 2011é 

 
The tick box questionnaire 
has been given to all Presi-

dents but can also be 

 located at: 
http://www.rotary.org/
RIdocuments/

en_pdf/900en10.pdf  

 
In the August edition read 
how you might be eligible 

for the Membership Devel-
opment and Public Rela-

tions District Awardsé 
 

 

 
 

Environment  

 
Donõt forget Environment 
Day (usually March each 

year) get in touch with 
David Brown if you have an 
event or project planned 

or need help to get things 
off the ground. 

Brown.david6@sky.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Community  

 
Would all Community and 
Vocational Chairs / special-

ist in the clubs please make 
contact with Leslie Robert-
son so that an effective 

communication system can 
be established? 
Leslie.robertson@ntlworld.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Vocation  

 
As Rotarians we have signed 

up to the 4 way test 
Of the things we say and do: 

Is it the truth 

Is it fair to all concerned 
Will it build goodwill and 

better relationships 
Will it be beneficial to all 

concerned. 
This is the basis of the way 
Rotarians do business and 

enables us to build commu-
nities and bridge continents. 

District Awards 2010 - 2011 

Community Environment and Vocation  

òEach year District 

1260 recognises 

those Clubs and 

individuals who 

have achieved that 

something extra 

for those we 

support or been a 

little more creative 

on behalf of our 

organisationó 
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Foundation  

 
The Group Study Exchange 
Team has been chosen and 

leaves for New Orleans on 
1 October 2010. 

Team leader Pamela Burns 
from St Albans Priory, 
along with Kate Lang, 

Natalie Sullivan, Neville 
Hanks and Haydon Little-
wood will be focusing on 

environmental issues and 
how the area has met the 
challenges of Hurricane 

Katrina. 

The Rotary Foundation will 

change the way it does 
business from 2013, and 
the GSE programme will be 
replaced with a Vocational 

Training Team (VTT).  

 
We will be hoping to move 
to this approach over the 

next three years and the 
ôenvironmentõ theme for 
GSE to New Orleans is the 

first step. 

 
 

 

International  

 
If Presidents are looking 
for projects to support this 

year we would suggest 
those embracing Water & 
Sanitation, Literacy and / or 

the various Box projects. 
Last year D1260 particu-
larly supported Shelter Box 

& Aquabox. For project 

suggestions see: 

www.matchinggrants.org  
 

or http://bit.ly/cIQSdQ 

Rotaract 
 
Itõs time to promote 
Rotaract within the district ð 

Royce Dawson is leading a 
team of enthusiasts and needs 

to hear from you ð are there 
young business people in your 

area who could form a  

Rotaract Club?   

 

Contact Royce on: 
randbdawson@hotmail.com 

 
 

Youth  

 
Competitions start in ear-
nest in September ð a pro-

visional list of dates will be 
available on the website 
shortly and at District 

Council meeting on 28th 
July.   Some dates and ven-
ues have still to be con-

firmed. 

 
 

 

 

District Zones  

 
All zones will be having 
local meetings with the 
Service Project Teams ð 

check with your AG to 
make the most of the op-
portunities the Service 

Projects Team have to of-
fer. 

 

Debbie 

Foundation and International  

Youth, Rotaract and District Zones  

Thanks for Life (T4L)  

T4L is supported by the 

Focus on the crocus pro-
gramme. This national pro-
gramme is very much 
driven by DG Amanda, 

supported by our T4L Co-
ordinator, Stephen Sypula 
from the Stevenage Grange 

Club. Over 75% of out 
Clubs are getting ready to 
plant the 200,000 bulbs 

ordered. Some are consid-
ering challenging the Guin-
ness World Record 

(GWR) for the most peo-
ple planting 5 or more 

bulbs in a single location in 

one hour this October.  

 
For more information on 
the GWR contact Amanda 
awatkin@peoplerealm.com   

For other matters do give 
Stephen a buzz on 01438 
880203 or email 

stephen@sgrc.org.uk    

have a look at: 

www.focusonthecrocus.org
www.thebigbulbplant.com 

or www.thanksforlife.org  

Over 40 enthusiastic Ro-

tarians gathered at Tils-
worth Golf Club on 21st 
July to get an update on 
Thanks for Life. Now firmly 

in its second year, T4L is 
already creating public 
awareness of what Rotary 

is and does. In conse-
quence itõs helping our 
recruitment drive, as well 

as coming up with great 
ideas to raise funds and 
finally eradicate polio from 

the globe.  

òNow firmly in 

its second year, 

T4L is already 

creating public 

awareness of 

what Rotary is 

and doesó. 
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Rotaract is an  

 organisation for 18
-30 year olds with 

clubs throughout 
the world. It en-

ables members to 
meet people, try 

new activities, and 
make a difference 

Wrought Iron laced 

balconies in Bourbon 

Street, French Quar-

ter, New Orleans  

http://bit.ly/cIQSdQ
mailto:randbdawson@hotmail.com
mailto:awatkin@peoplerealm.com
mailto:stephen@sgrc.org.uk
http://www.focusonthecrocus.org
http://www.thebigbulbplant.com/
http://www.thanksforlife.org/


Just 11 months to go and 

our happy bunch at Team 
Scarborough are winging 
their way round the Dis-
trict extolling the virtues of 

the North Yorkshire coast 
and enthusing about the 
exciting Conference pro-

gramme and fun entertain-
ment that will be on offer ð 
there really is something 

for everybody in the Scar-
borough ôBig Pictureõ.  

 
If you havenõt booked a 

slot for one of us to visit 
your club just e.mail me on 
morag@norgans.co.uk and 

weõll be there! 

 
 

The DVD, delegate regis-

tration forms (remember a 
Saturday ôseasideõ lunch is 
included in the delegate 
rate) and the newly re-

leased programme for 
Conference is available for 
download on the District 

website  - did I mention 
that our main keynote 
speaker on the Saturday 

morning is Michael Portillo, 
a highly relevant and pas-
sionate speaker -  you need 

to be there to hear his take 
on Building Communities, a 

wow in itself.  
 

Congratulations and thanks 
to Barton Le Clay club for 
their fabulous new idea ôA 

World of Rotary Opportu-

nitiesõ (formerly known as 
The House of Friendship). 
Prepare to be amazed  ð 

theyõll be in touch soon! 
 

Weõve promised more 
Party than Pomp but the 
party needs YOU, not just 

your club President and 
Council, not just the chap 
that always goes, we also 

need YOU AND YOUR 
PARTNER ð we can ar-
range the party only YOU 

can make it swing!!  

 
Thatõs all for now folks,  

 

Morag 

gress, including cross bor-

der work with D1070, 1130 

and 1240.  

Membership Committee 

still seeking new members  

 

Learning & Development  

Detailed review of District 

Assembly showed that 

Luton University site was 

OK but needed better 

directions and improve 

stewarding.  

Review of Committeeõs 

activities and assignment 

of responsibilities was car-

ried out.  

Will be seeking new ideas 

from Clubs.  

L& D Committee still seek-

ing new members.  

 
Health & Safety  

Will consider the possibil-

ity of holding more Health 

and Safety seminars for 

Clubs.  

Extend knowledge of 

resource available for 

things like Risk Assess-

The 2010/2011 Admini-

stration Committee met 

for the first time in June. 

This was the first meeting 

of the new year and it 

was also the first time that 

the PR and Communica-

tions Committee had 

been represented ð this is 

because last year this 

committee had been 

part of the Service Pro-

jects Team.  As well as PR 

and Communications - 

the Committee covers 

Membership, Extension, 
Learning and Develop-

ment, Health and Safety, 

Protection, Finance and 

Secretarial matters.  

The first meeting of the 

year covered many sub-

jects but the following 

represents the key items ð 

 
Membership & Extension  

Update of application to 

RIBI for use of Marketing 

fund.  

Update on Extension pro-

ments.  

 

Protection  

Awaiting latest informa-

tion with reference to 

proposed Government 

changes.  

Consider whether further 

seminars are required.  

 

Finance  

Looking at latest position 

with regard to withdrawal 

of cheques and change 

to BACS/internet pay-

ments.  

Reviewing situation with 

regard to whether Clubs/

District are liable for VAT 

registration.  

 
Secretariat  

Will review updates re-

quired to Standing Orders 

because of changes to 

DLP and other changes 

from RI and RIBI. 

 

John Bromley 

YOUR Conference News  

Administration Committee  

òWeõve promised 

more Party than 

Pomp but the 
party needs 

YOU, not just 

your club 

President and 
Council, not just 

the chap that 

always goes, we 
also need YOU 

AND YOUR 

PARTNER ð we 
can arrange the 

party only YOU 

can make it 

swing!! ò 
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Saturday keynote 

speaker at your  

Conference The Rt 

Hon Michael Portillo  

 

mailto:morag@norgans.co.uk


I thought it might amuse 

and maybe even interest a 

few of our members to 

know what life is like in the 

position of District 1260 

Governor. My intention is 

to write about my daily 

comings and goings (usually 

from a Rotary perspective 

but who knows!).  

 

The road to District Gover-

norship can be a bit bumpy 

at times and over the past 

two years I have attempted 

to work with the members 

of District 1260 who will be 

leading our Clubs and those 

who support our service 

activities. To do this much 

planning and preparation 

was undertaken - a goodly 

amount of work but ex-

tremely rewarding overall.  

 

On reflection, it is hard to 

believe that I should have 

been selected to hold this 

position as by comparison 

to many I have been a 

member of Rotary Interna-

tional a relatively short 

time. But, having been 

asked and accepted I have 

thrown myself in and in-

tend to do the best I can 

for you all. So here goes...  

 
This year we are Building 
Communities and Bridging 
Continents - easy!!! Seri-
ously, I do think this is a 
great Theme because it 
does say what we all en-
deavour to achieve  
 
Check out the latest post 
by clicking on the photo, or  

 http://bit.ly/dw3QJL  

DG Amandaõs Blog 

A warm welcome to new members of District 1260 

 

 

 

 

 

Ampthill and District  

Trevor Nash 

Berkhamsted Bulborne  

Eric Pillinger 

Hertford  

Pam Rutherford 

Tricia Moore 

Roger Willis 

 

Milton Keynes  

The Mayor, 

Cllr Debbie Brock 

Milton Keynes GU  

Michael Rhodes 

 

Potters Bar  

Richard Argarwala 

Gene Spencley 

 

Stevenange 

Gloria Nickels-Benson 

Eric Snell 
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Blog -  Weblog  

A journal written 

on - line and ac-

cessible to users 

of the internet.  

Left.  

 

Hertford President Tim Berridge  

pictured with new Rotarians  

Pam Rutherford, Tricia Moore and  

Roger Willis  

Right.  

 

Milton Keynes President  Adrian James 

after inducing the new Mayor Cllr Debbie 

Brock as an Honorary Member  

Left.  

 

Potters Bar President Pat Rowatt  

Pictured with new member  

Richard Agarwala  

Right.  

 

Outgoing President Geoff Budd  

Pictured with newly inducted member of 

Berkhamsted Bulborne Eric Pillinger  

http://bit.ly/dw3QJL
http://bit.ly/dw3QJL



