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Forthcoming Events 
 
 

Sunday 3rd July 
Brookmans Park RC 

Rhyme & Reason 
Car Rally 

Old Owens Sports  
Ground,  Potters Bar 

 
Sunday 10th July 

Inter Faith Service 
Salvation Army Hall 

Luton 
 

Saturday 3oth July 
Aylesbury Rotary Club 

Inaugural Rounders  
Tournament 

Aylesbury Rugby Club 
 

Weds  August 10th 
Wendover Rotary Club 

Teddy Bears Picnic 
 

Monday August 22nd 
Aylesbury Rotary Club 

Beetle Drive 
 
Sat September 3rd 

Hitchin Rotary Club 
Sponsored Cycle Ride 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Further details of 
these events can be 

found on the diary 
pages of the 

District Website. 
 

www.rotary1260.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

how for a working Rotarian, being District Gov-

ernor can present some logistical problems! 

 
June has without doubt provided even more 
wonderful memories and the first reference I 

would like to make is to the District 1260 Con-
ference. Thank you to everyone who took the 
time out to attend and for fully embracing the 

spirit of this year‟s event. To the Conference and 
Support Teams I cannot thank you enough – 
without your commitment and professionalism it 

would have been a very different experience. 

There is always room for improvement and criti-
cal analysis is extremely important, but I would 

say that the feedback from so many different 
people attending has been tremendous – thank 
you for taking time to offer your appreciation of 

the effort that went in to creating a District Con-
ference to remember... 

 

The month of June has been enhanced with the 

District 6840 GSE Team (New Orleans). I know 

that they have felt very welcomed by their host 

families and the many Rotarians that have helped 

in the delivery of each of the vocational and cul-

tural programmes. We said goodbye to Rotarian 

Al and the Team last weekend, but District 6840 

is now looking forward to hearing from them as 

they tell of the experiences they‟ve had here in 

District 1260. 

Continued on page 2 ... 

This is it folks, my final entry in the District 
Newsletter as DG! I thought it might be fun to 
take a look back over the past year and see what 

it has entailed...  it‟s quite staggering when I do 
see just what I have had the pleasure of being 

involved in for District 1260 and RIBI. 
 

In total, 234 meetings and club events taking 
place in nine Rotary Districts located in five 
countries travelling 8718 miles in the UK of 

which 2065 was to enable the DG to visit each 
Club in District 1260!  40 of the meetings/club 
events were what I would class as „social‟ with 

many being black-tie affairs...! The whole year has 
been a fantastic experience but you can easily see 

The ôBig Pictureõ District Conference 2011 

 keynote speaker the Rt Hon Michael Portillo  

Amanda and Liz - A Great Team 

http://www.rotary1260.org.uk
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òThis year 

really has been 

a ôlife 

experienceõ; I 

am so very 

proud to have 

been given the 

opportunity to 

serve you all as 

District 

Governor and I 

feel we have 

worked hard 

togetheró.  

Kids Out was once again a great success. 
Over 650 children enjoyed time at 

Whipsnade Zoo and Paradise Park thanks 
to your generosity of time and spirit. 

 

Liz and I have had the pleasure of attend-

ing many Presidents‟ Nights this month, 

great fellowship and a great opportunity 

to share in each Club‟s celebration of 

their year – thank you! See page 9 

Youth Camp has also been running this 
month. This time, massive thanks go to 
Ken Scott and his team of organisers and 

hosts. I met with the 17 students last 
weekend who are currently enjoying 
themselves at the Cheshunt YHA; they 

certainly seemed to have settled in and 
were making friends with one another 

very quickly! 
 

On a final note I can hardly contain my 
excitement with the formation of the Dis-
tricts first Interact Club at Heathcote 

School in Shephall Green, Stevenage. 
Heathcote Interact Club is chartering on 
30th June with 17 members; their charter 

celebration will be on 7th October and I 
am delighted to be able to join them for 
this particularly special event. To comple-

ment this news, Interact discussions are 
well under way with two Schools in 

Hitchin and Rotaract opportunities are 

looking very healthy at the University of 
Hertfordshire and West Herts College in 

Watford – very good news indeed! 
See page 9 

 
Well, what can I say to close?  This year 

really has been a „life experience‟; I am so 
very proud to have been given the oppor-
tunity to serve you all as District Gover-

nor and I feel we have worked hard to-
gether. Thank you to all the 2010/11 
Presidents, your commitment is very 

much appreciated and your Clubs are 
Bigger, Better, Bolder because of your 
leadership. I wish continued success to 
the 2011/12 District Team under the lead-

ership of DG John Bromley and look for-
ward to staying in touch with so many of 
you that I have come to know during the 

course of this year. 

Here‟s to a great new Rotary year and 

please explore the ways that you can 

„Reach Inside to Embrace Humanity... 

Amanda   X 

 

Bob Harris has kindly uploaded a number 
of photographs from the District Confer-
ence to a Picasa Album, these can be 

viewed by clicking the link: http://
tinyurl.com/District-1260-Scarborough 

 
District Governor Shehzad Ahmed has 

uploaded District Conference photo-
graphs to his Facebook page.  These im-
ages can only be viewed if you are signed 

up to Facebook.  You can do this by click-
ing here: http://www.facebook.com/  

 

Saturday Conference 
http://tinyurl.com/Saturday-Conference  

 

Saturday Evening 
http://tinyurl.com/Saturday-PM 

 

Sunday Conference 
http://tinyurl.com/Sunday-Conference  

 

The Big Picture Wall 
http://tinyurl.com/Big-Picture-Wall  

 

Cathy Bollaert Rotary Peace Fellow 

speaking at the 2011 District Conference 

in Scarborough 

http://tinyurl.com/District-1260-Scarborough
http://tinyurl.com/District-1260-Scarborough
http://www.facebook.com/
http://tinyurl.com/Saturday-Conference
http://tinyurl.com/Saturday-PM
http://tinyurl.com/Sunday-Conference
http://tinyurl.com/Big-Picture-Wall


Rotary Club of Brookmans Park Swim Presentation Evening 
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This year 23 teams swam in the 19th Annual Brook-

mans Park Rotary Club Sponsored Swim.  Club Presi-
dent Steve Northcott presented certificates at Little 

Heath School to representatives of the teams.  
 

In total they raised £5,450.00 by swimming a total of 
820 lengths at Furzefield Pool in Potters Bar.  Swim-
mers included teams from Little Heath, Brookmans 

Park, Oakmere and St Mary's Schools together with 
Potters Bar swimming club, St John's Church, local resi-
dents and members of Rotary.  

 

Steve thanked all the swimmers for their support saying 

"This is the 19th year we have run this event and in 
that time we have raised over £93,000.00 for the chari-
ties we have supported.  It's the swimmers and their 

supporters who deserve all the credit for raising such a 
fantastic sum.  Our thanks must also go to the Furze-
field Centre, Potters Bar Lifesaving Club and Little 

Heath School for hosting the presentation evening." 

 
Cheques were presented to representatives of Steve's 
chosen charities, Mercy Ships, Isabel Hospice and the 
Willow Foundation who all spoke briefly of their work 

and how the money raised would help their vital work.  

 
By Martin Collins  

The ôIncrediblesõ team photographed with Brookmans Park Rotary Club President Steve Northcott 

Left:  Representatives of Isabel Hospice with 

 Brookmans Park Club President Steve Northcott 

 



Page 4 Volume 1 Issue 12 

 Editors Note 

 
The deadline for the July edition of the ôDistrict Newsõ is: 

 

Monday 25th July 2011 

 

Contributions please to: 

 Chalmers Cursley - editor@rotary1260.org.uk 

 

The Rotary Club of Hoddesdon offers 

A CELEBRATION GALA DINNER in memory of SIR NORMAN WISDOM 

On Sunday 16th October 2011(6.30 for 7pm) 

 At Broxbourne Civic Hall 

Superb 4-course dinner with wine included 

Auction of memorabilia 

Stars hosting tables 

First rate entertainment 

 

For Tickets at £75 and more information phone 01992 460371 

All profits to Rotary charities, Isabel Hospice and the Grand Order of Water Rats  

 

 

mailto:editor@rotary1260.org.uk
http://www.rotary1260.org.uk/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,47/Itemid,208/
http://www.rotary1260.org.uk/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,47/Itemid,208/


President’s Night held at St John’s College, Cambridge 
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In a break from tradition Harpenden Village President Cedric Kennedy held his his  

Presidentõs Night not in the Harpenden area but at St Johnõs College, Cambridge, 

alma mater.  

Before the dinner, the 60 club members and guests were treated to a tour of the 

college, Cambridgeõs largest, with the help of Blue Badge guides. There was much 

to see and learn: St Johnõs this year celebrated its quincentenary. 

The collegeõs magnificent dining room, with its hammerbeam roof, linenfold pan-

elling and stained glass windows, proved the ideal setting for the dinner and the 

celebration of Cedricõs highly successful year as Club President. 

By David Nye  

"Is Rotary still relevant?" That's the question that was posed on BBC Radio 4's You 

and Yours programme on Monday 27th June. 

Following on from the two half-hour documentaries about Rotary that were broadcast 

on Radio 4 in February, the BBC invited RIBI Vice President Ray Burman to explain to 
listeners how Rotary is as relevant today as it has ever been - both to the millions of 
people who benefit from Rotary's humanitarian and community efforts around the 

world, and also to its members of all ages. 

If you missed the programme, it is still available to listen to again by clicking this 

link. If you are a member of a Rotary club within RIBI, please feel free to comment be-
low (requires login). http://www.ribi.org/news/articles/is-rotary-still-relevant- 

“Is Rotary Still Relevant?” 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/you-and-yours/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/you-and-yours/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0122td7#p00htms4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0122td7#p00htms4
http://www.ribi.org/news/articles/is-rotary-still-relevant-
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The nine Rotarians - no ladies, no partners, no 

guests set off in three pairs with the last group, including 
yours truly, in a 3 ball.  Reason for the two ball group-
ings was because three registrations had come with the 

request to play together !  On reflection I think this was 
a mistake but I won't dwell on that. 

  

Results were as follows : 

Malcolm McGregor (Flitwick Vale)      38 points 

John Ashton (Luton North)                36 points 

Ken Liddle (Flitwick Vale)                   33 points 

Richard Coombes (Wolverton & SS)   31 points 

Allan Nall (Wolverton & Stony S)       28 points 

Geoffrey North Chesham)                 28 points 

Daniel Cannon (Ampthill & District)   27 points 

Malcolm Poulter (Wolverton & SS)     24 points 

Yours truly (Aylesbury Hundreds)      19 points 

 
The trophy and prizes were handed out at the Oscars 
dinner on Saturday evening and so we could use the 

Ladies Salver we handed it to Amanda which she re-
ceived with good humour. (She refused to keep it and I 

have it safely stored for next year!) 
  

The grass on the Course was green - the north has had 
rain.  The greens were true. I don't believe the course 
was excessively difficult but it did have a fair amount of 

out of bounds and 'seaside' rough along the edges of the 
fairways which caused some more trouble than ap-
peared to be reflected in some of the scores returned 

(well done to them); apart from one part of the course 
where I gather a strong odour emanated (I cannot smell 
so it didn't affect me), I believe most who played en-

joyed their golf. 

  
Next year, I would hope for registration for the golf to 
be put back on the conference booking form and I sug-

gest we revert to members of the same Rotary Club 
not playing together -  Continued on page 7 

You do get impressions about things you organise.  My 
early one about this year's Conference Golf was about 

numbers; numbers who had attended the last three or 
four Conference golf events and whether this year 
would be any different - when I mentioned it at Bath last 

year to the first two Presidents of the organising Rotary 
Club they convinced me it would be 'OK on the night' 
so I took on the task for another year. 

  
It was hard work - not helped by the committee's deci-

sion not to include registration for the golf on the 
booking form.  We finished with nine - although at one 
point I had ten - entries and we set off on the South 

Cliff Golf Course at 1.30 pm on Friday afternoon with 
the traditional complimentary drive by our Presi-
dent.  Amanda was handed a 3 wood, ball placed on a 

tee peg on the first tee, and immediately sought refuge 
from any embarrassment by declaring she wasn't confi-
dent with a wood - she preferred an iron.  Offered one, 

she declined, and promptly drove the ball 200 + yards 
straight down the fairway and within a pitching iron of 

the first green. 
 

 

District Conference Golf Tournament by Brian Billinghurst 

District Governor Amanda Watkin Tees off the 2011 

District Conference Golf Tournament at the South 

Cliff Golf Course, Scarborough 
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Conference Golf Continued ... 

Rotary is about friendship. However I would put in a 

plea for more Conference attendees to come and play 
the golf and enjoy the fun and fellowship.  I recall the 
first time I played Conference golf there were almost 

80 playing out of nearly 1000 at conference;  this year 
only 9 played out of 500 attending (about the same as 
the last 4 or 5 years) and this year, in addition, we 

had no ladies and no guests. 

  
I had a fabulous weekend in Scarborough - at one of 
the best conferences I have attended in all my 20+ 

years in District 1260 -thank you to all of those who 
helped make it so enjoyable.  See you all on Torquay 

Golf Course on May 11th 2012 

Here is a 'saucy' new idea to help End Polio Now. 

Pick up a bottle of, or donate a pound for, this special 
tomato ketchup and use it for family events and social 
activities, such as „meet the club‟ days and barbecue 

fundraisers. When the bottle is empty, just clean it out 

and fill it with change, Gift Aid it and hand it in.  

Over 50,000 bottles of tomato ketchup have been 
sent around to all Rotary districts in these islands, 
thanks to the extreme generosity of Wilkin & Sons 

in Tiptree, Essex, which is partnering, once more, 
with Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland 
(RIBI) for another innovative fundraiser. The company 

previously helped with a marmalade initiative in 2003 
when over $1m was raised for The Rotary Founda-

tion. 

If every bottle generates a £1 donation and is then 
filled with £5 of change, you could help raise over 

£300,000. This could buy over a million doses of the 
polio vaccine and save children in the four remaining 
endemic countries from this crippling and painful dis-

ease. 

 
 
Bottles have been distributed to each club in District 
1260 via the District Foundation Chairman Mervyn 

Edwards. 

Rotary has the Bottle 

District 1260 Shop 

 
 
New member packs and other Rotary related items 

for the new Rotary year can be ordered from the 
District Shop on the District Website. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/District-Shop 
 

or direct from: 

 
PDG. Charles Chaney „Crosswinds‟ 8 Mount Pleas-

ant, Whitchurch, Nr. Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4JE 
Tel: (Day & Eve) 01296 640975  

 

Email: pam-chas@dsl.pipex.com 
 
 

http://www.rotary.org/en/EndPolio/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/individuals/giving/gift-aid.htm
http://tiptree.com/
http://tiptree.com/
http://www.ribi.org/foundation
http://www.ribi.org/foundation
http://tinyurl.com/District-Shop
mailto:pam-chas@dsl.pipex.com
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Sightsavers, a project supported by Rotary International 
in Great Britain & Ireland (RIBI), is in the driving seat, 

thanks to receiving a newly restored Land Rover turbo 
diesel. 
 

The 1990 model was brought back to life with help 
from young apprentices from the Birmingham Youth 
Offending Service who, through the Birmingham Vehi-

cles for Vision project, spent months repairing the vehi-
cle before it was given a new paint job by Jaguar Lan-
drover in Solihull. The 4x4 is all set for action in Liberia 

where thousands are either blind or partially sighted as 
a result of water-borne and other preventable dis-
eases.  

 
Sightsavers workers can now reach the remote villages, 
located in areas where roads are not in existence, and 

help restore vision for many, including small children.  

To keep the Land Rover on the road, it is carrying a 

mechanic's box, donated by TradeAid which will help 

extend the working life of the vehicle. 

Jenny Marshall from SightSavers says the Land Rover 
will help deliver the services needed to save the sight 
of many people: “This will make a tremendous differ-
ence to the people of Liberia. Every five minutes a child 

loses their sight and 80 percent of cases could have 
been prevented. 

“Thank you to Trade Aid for donating the mechanic's 

box. If anything goes wrong while on the way to vil-

lages, the driver can now fix the Land Rover and get 

back on the move again. Thank you also for the two 

teaching boxes and the seamstress box. These will be 

put to great use in our programmes in Liberia. We 

would not be able to do what we do today, were it not 

for the support of Rotary.”  

Rotarian Ray Turner from theRotary Club of Stevenage 
Grange also presented a gift of 30 ophthalmoscopes for 

eye examinations, on behalf of the Rotarians Ophthal-
mic Initiative. 

They went to the car park 

Rotary girls, brand new 

but no one was there 

to tell what to do. 

So when cars came in 

at first just a few 

it didn't take long 

before bedlam blew. 

They were dodging round barriers 

some up, some down 

and queues became long 

and faces a'frown. 

Rotarians are quite organisationally deft 

so they took control of this car parking mess 

Disabled to the right...... 

Tally-Ho's, to the left. 

The girls carried on 

with all their might 

despite not a coffee 

or tea in sight. 

By 11 o'clock, the Police were there  

but this time sadly, not very aware. 

One silly clot 

tried to park them three deep. 

The girls sent him home 

to have a wee sleep. 

In the end the women 

got the job done 

and all who attended 

had a great day of fun. 

So next time when parking  

remember my fable... 

if it needs organisation 

Rotary ladies 

are much more able! 

Chaos in the Car Park - RC Wendover Rotary helps Sightsavers stay on the road 

http://www.ribi.org/cms/www.sightsavers.org
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It is truly amazing what can happen in six months!  By Iola Samuels 

Berkhamsted Bulbourne Rotarians, partners and guests 
attended the annual President‟s Night and Summer Ball 

held at Berkhamsted Golf Club on Saturday 25th June. Pri-
marily an opportunity for fellowship and fun,  this occasion 
marks the end of the Rotary year and provides the outgo-

ing President with an opportunity to look back on the 
achievements of his year in office. 

 
Rotarian Quentin Hartley was able to report on a highly 

successful year. Its many highlights included  the successful 
management of the Community Fireworks Party (in suc-
cession to Berkhamsted Round Table) which attracted 
record numbers  and the Half Marathon and Fun Run in its 

29th year of operation by Rotarians which again drew large 
numbers of entrants. These events and many others held 
throughout the year enabled Rotarians to provide financial 

support in excess of £40,000 to charities  both locally and 
further afield. These included the Pepper Foundation, the 

Hospice of St Francis and Dacorum Community Trust. 
The Club attracted seven new members during the year 

and membership now stands at a record 60. 
 

The highlight of the evening was the award of a Paul Harris Fellowship (the highest accolade that Rotary can make) 

to Rotarian Charlie Toner. A Founder Member of the Berkhamsted Bulbourne Club 25 years ago, Charlie has 

been an exemplary Rotarian and, despite holding senior Board appointments in large corporations until recently 

has always made time to commit fully to the Club‟s work. He has variously acted as Secretary and President. More 

recently he has taken over as Chairman of the St Francis Hospice Trust and is a valued member of his church fi-

nance committee. The award reflects Charlie‟s long, loyal and unselfish contribution to Rotary and to the commu-

nity in these and many other ways .It was met with prolonged applause by those attending last Saturday‟s event. 

Incoming President Andrew Gray paid tribute to Quentin‟s leadership and thanked him for steering the club 

through another action packed year. 

By Geoff Budd 

 

An Interact Club is chartered, another first for District Governor Amanda in her successful year. 
 

In January this year the Rotary Club of Stevenage invited the Interact Officer, Arthur Chapman from D1130 [London] to a 

meeting. Arthur talked about the 20 Interact clubs in his District, Rotarians were inspired and have taken up the challenge. 

 
Sponsored by the Rotary club of Stevenage, the Interact club of Heathcote was chartered on 30 June 2011. 

 With 19 members, these enthusiastic 14 and 15 year young people have elected their Officers and have firm and very ambitious 

ideas for their first fund raising project. Congratulations to President Jordan and his team 

 
The headteacher at Heathcote School, Eddie Gaynor said “Thirty years ago I was a founder member of the Interact club of 

Hammersmith [District 1130] and I now hope that the Interactors at Heathcote get as much out of the experience as I did”. 

 

The celebrations of the charter will take place on Friday 7 October. 
 

Enthusiasm for Interact has now taken hold and there should soon be more clubs formed within the next few months. 

 

In the rotary year 2011/12 we should be able to hold a District Interact Conference. 

Berkhamsted Bulbourne - Presidents Evening 

Rotary International District Governor Amanda 

Watkin pictured with  Berkhamsted Rotary Club 
President Quentin Hartley presenting a Paul Harris 

Fellowship to Rotarian Charlie Toner 


