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[Town name] Rotarian[s] boost polio immunisation in India
Rotary members from across Great Britain and Ireland are flying to India this month/February, to immunise millions of children against polio, including [name] from [town]. The trip is particularly poignant as India has not reported any new cases of the disease since 13th January 2011.

He/she/they, [occupation], will be helping fellow volunteers in the latest National Immunisaton Day (NID), by setting up some of the thousands of vaccination booths in Delhi and help immunise 170 million children in one day.
Rotarian [name as above] from the Rotary Club of [name] is making the journey to India for the first/second time: “I am really excited about going out/going back. To know that we are all saving lives is a tremendous feeling. Two tiny drops of the vaccine to save a child’s life and the lives of many others is such a simple idea and has turned the battle against polio around.

“I/we will be working alongside Rotarians from the local area who put on regular immunisation events but this is one of the biggest and the help of Rotary volunteers is needed. I am bringing small gifts for the children to encourage them to come along but I don’t think there will be a problem. Hundreds of thousands of children come for the vaccine and to see us in our yellow t-shirts. We are not hard to spot!
“Over 25 years ago, India reported hundreds of cases a month. Now, provided that tests come back indicating no new cases, we are visiting a country which may be about to have its endemic status removed by the World Health Organisation. This is largely thanks to the work of Rotary, in partnership with health agencies.” 

[name] is also travelling to India: “Thanks to the support and trust of the public, the fundraising which has been achieved has helped to continue the mass immunisation drives in the endemic countries. By going out to India and working with our fellow Rotarians, we are showing that we care, that the responsibility to eradicate polio lies with all of us. We can see with our own eyes just how important it is to keep on immunising these children. Everyone can be involved with this project. You can join your local Rotary club or donate to End Polio Now. Just 20pence can buy a dose of the vaccine which can save a child’s life.”

 [He/she/they/name] is travelling with nearly 50 other Rotary volunteers. All are self-funded and will be working vaccination booths and then going on the road to slums and remote villages to ensure every child has received the life-saving immunisation.
It will be a few weeks before conclusive tests reveal whether or not India has been officially polio free for a year. There is are a further two years of no new polio cases before the region is declared officially free of the disease by the World Health Organisation. In that time, Rotarians will continue to immunise, monitor and fundraise, as well as apply pressure to governments to step up their support for immunisation.
To donate to End Polio Now or to join Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland, visit [www.ribi.org/ your club website] or contact your local Rotary club/ the Rotary Club of [name].

ENDS
Notes to editors

If you would like to arrange an interview, please contact the media officer named at the top of this release.

Volunteers fly to Delhi on the 16th of February and return on the 21st. Some volunteers may stay longer to assist with other Rotary projects. They are self-funded. 

Rotary made the promise in 1985 to eradicate polio from the world. At that time there were 125 endemic countries. Now there are four: Afghanistan, India, Pakistan and Nigeria. Rotary International works with WHO, Unicef, CDC and other organisations. Thanks to Rotary’s help, two billion children have been protected from the disease. It is estimated that five million children have been spared from disability and 250,000 deaths have been averted. 

End Polio Now is supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which has donated $355m in challenge grants which will be given when Rotary raises $200m by June 2012. Rotary achieved the goal January 2012. As a result, an additional $50m is being given by Bill and Melinda Gates.

Rotary is the largest private sector contributor to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, with partners including the World Health Organisation and UNICEF, which battles against a number of difficulties including geographic isolation, armed conflict, cultural barriers, worker fatigue and poverty.

Rotary clubs in Great Britain and Ireland have donated more than £16.5 million (US$26.5 million) to polio immunisation initiatives. Rotary members worldwide have so far raised US $900 million to fund polio immunisation activities and every penny raised goes to the project. Rotarians all work on a purely voluntary basis so funds are not drained away in administration costs. 

Money raised goes towards funding national immunisation drives for all children under age five in endemic and high risk countries, as well as tracking possible incidences of the disease, measures to control outbreaks and improving public health infrastructures. 

Rotary International is a worldwide voluntary organisation of 1.2 million dedicated business professionals and community leaders. In Great Britain and Ireland there are over 55,000 men and women of all ages from all walks of life in Rotary clubs who share a passion and commitment to helping and improving communities both locally and across the world. Each member enjoys giving something back to those in need, as well as building business and social networking opportunities, learning new skills and having a huge amount of fun. 

For more information, visit www.ribi.org
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